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Intersectiona



INTER

® First coined by Professor Kimberlé
Crenshaw back in 1989

m This term was added to the Oxford
Dictionary in 2015 with its importance
increasingly being recognized in the
world of women's rights.

Ethnicity
Religion i Gender
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Class @ .._7 Age

(Dis)ability
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WHY
INTERSECTIONALITY
IS SO IMPORTANT?

Intersectionality examines how
multiple oppressed identities interact
to create overlapping and

All opressions are linked compounding systems of

disadvantage.

Make visible the invisible






“In our imperfect world, if
conditions are such that those who

have the least are taken care of, we
will all be closer to freedom and

justice.”

— Jamia Wilson

This Book Is Feminist: An Intersectional Primer for Feminists in Training



https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/85063633
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Analysing a
diverse reality




Women, drugs
and adictions




Women, drugs and adictions
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Source: World drug report, 2016.

» There are gender barriers to access to (and to complete)
addiction treatment programs.

* Invisibility and chronification of female drug use.

» Double stigmatization: Drug user + gender stigma.



Women, drugs and adictions

A gender-sensitive program in addiction treatment must:
» Consider particularities of gender
 Eliminate the based-gender disadvantages

« Contemplate more than male-female binarism
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Promoting gender-sensitive addiction prevention and recovery
services is critical to address gender-based violence

EMPOWER WOMEN,
EMPOWER SOCIETY

[ /
Human
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Gender based violence and drug use
L

A higher prevalence
of violence
experienced

among:

A greater drug use
among:

Women drug users
than women in
general population.

Women drug users
than men drug users.

Individuals who have
experienced violence
and trauma.



What do we know about the link between

violence suffered among women who use drugs

and drug use?
|

* Violence and trauma reported during childhood
and/or adulthood.

» Sexual abuse in childhood, sexual violence in
adolescence or adulthood, and domestic
violence.

+ 80% men in treatment: women'’s specific needs
are diluted.




15 Focus Groups (12 WWUD + 3 Staff)

120 short Interviews- Staff and key
informants

Women who use drugs: 265
Staff professionals: 492

6 EU countries: Spain, Portugal,
Croatia, Italy, Austria and Germany. Interleave Research Report

lomen Who Use Drugs Facing Gender-Based Violence in Europe

July 2022




Self-reported GENDER-based VIOLENCE types in lifetime




Self-reported GENDER-based VIOLENCE contexts

26,54%

12,37% 11,91%
8,64%

6,54% 5.21%

. 039% 9%
i [ -




Other Self-reported Axes of
discrimination

| do not want to answer I 4,33

No discrimination

Sexual orientation

Age

Ability/functional diversity
Migration I 6,67
Ethnicity I 7,33

Poverty

0,00 5,00 10,00 15,00 20,00 25,00 30,00



LGBT+ and drug
treatment
barries




LGBT+ and drug treatment barriers

Living as a LGBTI person can be life-
threatening in several countries across the
globe

Discrimination and violence against LGBTI
people can come in many forms

There are 64 countries around the world
which have laws that criminalize

Multiple barriers in drug treatment services

Right to life, freedom and safety.
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Children’s
impacted by
family drug use




Childrens rights and addiction: Why is
this so important? /
1- Children whose parents use drugs face particular and

specific hardships and that their experience should be seen
and listened

2- Impact from their family situation + implementation of
drug related policies

3- Call for action: From profesional staff involved in a
particular programe to policy makers



Addressing a complex issue

The children may experience a range of
health, social and economic impact:

Hidden harm. ‘.'

RN

)

o Main goal: Assure the welfare of children
living in families impacted by addictions by
helping their parents

Make the i ~
difference d Ia nyﬂ (




Addressing a complex issue

o Systemic barriers surrounding parental
substance use stigma make it difficult to safely
reach out for help

o Urgent need for: More data, training, bindin
cooperation structures and integrated care.

Make the i .
difference d Ia lnngg (

\f

—

/



(1111711

Dianova International study 2021

www.dianova.ngo

Conducted in June 2021

Sent in English, Spanish and
French

Total of 390 respondents *

Mostly men with an average of
44 years old

Mostly in management
positions, and with a social work
or psychology degree

Outpatient services, Residential
treatment programmes Harm
reduction services.




Results of the Survey

@P Vision of the Parenting capabilities of

pud “»

47% agree that drug use has a negative ‘ ; ~
Impact on parenting abilities ., = M&- -

79% stated there is a significant difference

between fathers and mothers



. Results of the Survey
Protecting childrens

47% are preoccupied about retaliation

53% observe professionals tend to refrain “Primary
focus should be on addiction”

".ﬂ




. Results of the Survey
Desighing of Programmes
50% no specific protocols
47% staff have not been trained to identify risk
63% staff consider the situation of

beneficiaries' children are not part of their
tasks (

q 5 |
E| -



. Results of the Survey
Designing of Programmes

Urgent need to raise awarness, motivation
and tools between profesional staff. (

; .
J-
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PARENTAL SUBSTANCE MISUSE e

1- Children affected by parental substance use face additional risks as compared
to other children

2- Need to engage addiction services in the protection of children’s rights

3- A challenge for professionals: protecting children from violations of their rights and
supporting their parents in treatment

4- Mainstreaming the gender perspective in addiction services: a long way to go

5- It is not only about identifying violations of children’s rights but also-about responding
quickly and efficiently to these violations



Children

whose parents

use drugs

Promising practices and recommendations

Family Advocac /
Support Centre

Children Rights From a Family Centered Lens

Children and families affected | Corina Giacomello
by parental drug use
Volume |

Transformative Justice

) COUNCIL OF

Pompidou Group
Groupe Pompidon  CONSEIL DE LEUROPE

Healing Justice

Knowledge Equity

Corina Giacomello

Agnes Chen & Rebecca Foshole-Luke
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CHILDREN EXPOSED TO PARENTAL SUBSTANCE
MISUSE FACE ADDITIONAL RISKS AS COMPARED TO
OTHER CHILDREN

+ They are more likely to develop health, social, physical
and psychological problems

* Parents who misuse alcohol and other drugs may have
difficulties in fulfilling their responsibilities towards
their child due to their situation of social vulnerability
that can directly impact the quality of life of children.

INEED TO ENGAGE ADDICTION SERVICES IN THE
PROTECTION OF CHILDREN'S RIGHTS

« While drug use can have a neg impact on p ing
capabilities, addiction services seldom address this
issue directly. Many services have no identified protocol
to assess risk situations for children and interventions
remain focused on adults (adult-centred approach)

* Most parents who misuse alcohol and other drugs have
the well-being of their children at heart. They need to be
aided by non-stigmatizing addiction services that
develop effective approaches grounded in a systemic
perspective.

* Addictions services should endeavour to train their
staff in adopting a children's rights approach to
intervention

A CHALLENGE FOR PROFESSIONALS: PROTECTING
CHILDREN FROM VIOLATIONS OF THEIR RIGHTS AND
SUPPORTING THEIR PARENTS IN TREATMENT

+ Addiction professionals can be reluctant to inquire
about their beneficiaries' children. This can be due to
their fear of damaging their therapeutic relationship
with parents, or of being subject to potential
retaliations should a situation of child maltreatment be
revealed. Also, many addiction professionals lack
training in this field, or they may believe that they
should primarily focus on drugs.
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ITIS NOT ONLY ABOUT IDENTIFYING VIOLATIONS OF

U

A Guide for Addiction Servioes

MAINSTREAMING THE GENDER PERSPECTIVE IN CHILDREN'S RIGHTS BUT ALSO ABOUT RESPONDING
ADDICTION SERVICES: A LONG WAY TD GD QUICKLY AND EFFICIENTLY TO THESE VIOLATIONS
* Prejudices among adc.““mr.‘ professionals Hﬁilltwhen + While many addiction professionals have been trained . “
addressing the parenting skills of their beneficiaries, the ricks faced by children. too fe
While men are generally less involved than women in Tn_a_s SE‘SS e risks faced by children, too “ g ;
child rearing responsibilities, they tend to be much more 'T_:.tl::m" are taken to promote the protection of
children.

praised for doing so. Conversely, women are often

blamed for their drug use or dependence, although they * Facedwith a situation a child maltreatment,

professionals may be reluctant to react due to their

usually are the primary caregivers. . =
+ Developing a gender-based pe tive in addiction fear of the reaction of those involved, their ignorance
services entails that the rights of children can be better of circuits, or the lack of institutional support. B B

protected and promoted.
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STIGMA

is defined as negative beliefs about,
and attitudes toward a specific
group of people. Stigma is being
“reduced...from a whole and usual
person to a tainted, discounted
one” (Goffman, 1963, 105). Stigma
manifests in multiple ways such as
public, structural, and self-stigma,
all of which create barriers to
obtaining treatment

Cycle of Stigma

/ Public Stigma

Use Substance to
Avoid or Suppress Discrimination,
Negative Effects RE ——degens Prejudice, Fear

7 1

Reduced Rates of
Damage to Self-Esteem

Recovery, Drop
Out of Treatment and Hope, Treatment

. niovable Avoidance
\ deplorable

Shame, Self-Doubt

&i Self Stigma




One of these people is now |
overcoming an addiction problem.

MNAr4 m~ oy o e by e 4, " 7™
LON L Searcr 1or a aiirererice,

#QuitStigmaNow dianoval.




FCD

Federatio Catalan
deDrogodependéncits

Comissio d'Estigma

36 amb a Sbieccd Generl d Drogodependeacies e poraaeme n

serveis deRedueeid de Danys.



BASIC GUIDE TO CHALLENGE 3

Drug Stigma ﬂc;ﬁ**
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1.LET'S TALK ABOUT STIGMA Fa@p

what it is - where it comes from - why it happens

1 2. LET'S BE AWARE OF OUR
& EVERYDAY PREJUDICES

5. LET'S UNDERSTAND HEALTH ~
AS A HUMAN RIGHT

HEALTH = state of full physical, mental and
social well-being

L, LET'S EDUCATE AND INFORM 2.
OURSELVES PROPERLY y

in an objective, realistic and diverse way about
the different drugs and their abuse

. LET'S GIVE SUPPORT TO :
PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS

LET'S RESPECT THEM vy giving them dignity through the

way we see, talk and behave with them - by avoiding care
stereotypes - by working on self-esteem and empowerment -
by giving them visibility - by giving them security

& <o




LET'S TALK ABOUT FCD__
Stigma ﬁaﬂu ‘

W "

WHATIS IT? WHY DOES IT

HAPPEN?
P l

&« »
¢y WHERE DOES IT

COME FROM?
Condition, attribute,

trait or behaviour that

generates a negative It springs from the need
social response and is m}‘ ‘k to censure people who
culturally seen as deviate from what is or
inacceptable or inferior. is not seen as acceptable
from a social and cultural
m E point of view.

Society tends to create categories to

classify and represent certain people..

The construction of stigma is always
arbitrary and cultural.
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A person who uses drugs is It's very easy People with drug Treataents for A relapse means
a drug addict. If theyre a to spot when a problenss lack people with drug a failure.
woman they're fallen and a person is self-control and dependence don't
bad mother, wife or dependent on are dissolute. work.
daughter; and if they're drugs from They could stop
homosexual and/or trans their using them if they

theyre a pervert. appearance, vanted to,



HOW THE CIRCLE OF STIGMA AFFECTS THE
BASIC HUMAN RIGHTS OF PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS

-

violence

limited access
to health
services

harrassment discrimination

Land abuse J

marginalisation

economically, socially and legally

risky behaviour
and emotional and situations

welfare

\ /

int tmed ’
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stigma \ﬁ,

Stl ma. ﬂ } self-stigma
¥y

Feople who use drugs are stigmatised marginalised,
AND HUMAN RIGHTS and excluded from their social environment,

discrininated against and scorned every day. They're
cut off from the chance to get the support they need and
FCD benefit from basic human rights. They end up internalising
Fea aana this social stigma and suffer from self-stignatisation,
feeling inferior, useless and guilty. The constant rejection,
violence and harrassment they experience pushes them into
a circle of desperation that's self-sustaining, so that their
physical. mental and social welfare is more vulnerable when
it comes to asking for help with rehabilitation.




WHAT CAN WE DO TO CHALLENGE STIGMA
AGAINST PEOPLE WHO USE DRUGS

if
PROTECT EVERYBODY'S INCLUDE THEM
HUMAN RIGHTS Design and implement specific

e health services for people who
Work on non-discriminatory laws use drugs
Decriminalisation
Reject violence Create environments for care and
attention aimed at reducing
stigma and discrimination in the
local community

Increase resources for providing
information to reduce risks, as
well as programmes to rehabilitate
drug-dependent people and

EDUCATE OURSELVES treatments to mitigate harm
TOGETHER

Combat fear to change
attitudes

Promote continuing
specialist training for
social and health
care staff for people who nEspECT THEM
use.drugs Work on self-esteem and
empowerment, giving people
visibility, dignity,
recognition and security.

Wwork together to involve
families or advocates and
specialist professionals

in the field Avoid care stereotypes

and/or imposing criteria

stigma j
HOW TO COMBAT IT ﬁaﬂ“ “FCD
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Desighing and implementing
comprehensive drug treatment
programes




How to build a

- Mainstreaming the gender perspective.

- Rethink traditional addiction treatment programs.
- Replicate good practices.
- Specific training is needed.

- Hold support groups for women.

- Comprehensive care.

dianoval

learn | grow | achieve
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Main Takeaways and call to action

Addiction services design and implementation
Training and supervision

Parenting support

Collecting data

Intersectional and human rights aproach expertise
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Some key ideas e






| THANKS!

DO YOU HAVE ANY
QUESTIONS?

Gisela.hansen@ub.edu

CREDITS: This presentation template was
created by Slidesgo, and includes icons by
Flaticon and infographics & images by Freepik

Please keep this slide for attribution

dianovau
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