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An essential approach to diversity

Women, LGBT+, Children, mental 
health, Ageing.

A matter of humans rights and social 
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Uncertain times, vulnerability and addiction

Some key ideas



01
Uncertainity 

and health



02
Intersectionality



First coined by Professor Kimberlé
Crenshaw back in 1989

This term was added to the Oxford
Dictionary in 2015 with its importance
increasingly being recognized in the
world of women’s rights.

INTERSECTIONALITY



Make visible the invisible

WHY 
INTERSECTIONALITY 
IS SO IMPORTANT?

All opressions are linked

Intersectionality examines how 

multiple oppressed identities interact 

to create overlapping and 

compounding systems of 
disadvantage.



INTERSECIONALITY 101



“In our imperfect world, if 
conditions are such that those who 
have the least are taken care of, we 
will all be closer to freedom and 
justice.”

― Jamia Wilson

This Book Is Feminist: An Intersectional Primer for Feminists in Training

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/85063633
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Analysing a 

diverse reality



Women, drugs 
and adictions



Source: World drug report, 2016.

• There are gender barriers to access to (and to complete) 

addiction treatment programs.

• Invisibility and chronification of female drug use.

• Double stigmatization: Drug user + gender stigma.

Women, drugs and adictions



A gender-sensitive program in addiction treatment must:

• Consider particularities of gender

• Eliminate the based-gender disadvantages

• Contemplate more than male-female binarism

Women, drugs and adictions







Women drug users 

than women in 

general population.

Women drug users 
than men drug users. 

A higher prevalence 

of violence

experienced 

among:

Individuals who have 

experienced violence 

and trauma.

A greater drug use 

among:

Gender based violence and drug use



• Violence and trauma reported during childhood 

and/or adulthood.

• Sexual abuse in childhood, sexual violence in 

adolescence or adulthood, and domestic 

violence.

• 80% men in treatment: women´s specific needs 

are diluted.

What do we know about the link between 
violence suffered among women who use drugs 
and drug use?



• 15 Focus Groups (12 WWUD + 3 Staff)

• 120 short Interviews- Staff and key 

informants

• Women who use drugs: 265

• Staff professionals: 492

• 6 EU countries: Spain, Portugal, 

Croatia, Italy, Austria and Germany.



Self-reported GENDER-based VIOLENCE types in lifetime
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Self-reported GENDER-based VIOLENCE contexts
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Other Self-reported Axes of 
discrimination 

27,33
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LGBT+ and drug 
treatment 

barries



• Living as a LGBTI person can be life-
threatening in several countries across the 
globe

• Discrimination and violence against LGBTI 
people can come in many forms

• There are 64 countries around the world 
which have laws that criminalize

• Multiple barriers in drug treatment services

• Right to life, freedom and safety.

LGBT+ and drug treatment barriers





03
Children’s 

impacted by 
family drug use



1- Children whose parents use drugs face particular and 

specific hardships and that their experience should be seen 

and listened 

2- Impact from their family situation + implementation of

drug related policies

3- Call for action: From profesional staff involved in a 

particular programe to policy makers

Childrens rights and addiction: Why is 
this so important?



Addressing a complex issue

● The children may experience a range of 

health, social and economic impact: 

Hidden harm.

● Main goal: Assure the welfare of children 

living in families impacted by addictions by 

helping their parents



Addressing a complex issue

● Systemic barriers surrounding parental 

substance use stigma make it difficult to safely 

reach out for help

● Urgent need for: More data, training, binding 

cooperation structures and integrated care.



Dianova International study 2021
Conducted in June 2021

Sent in English, Spanish and 

French

Total of 390 respondents

Mostly men with an average of 

44 years old

Mostly in management 

positions, and with a social work 

or psychology degree

Outpatient services, Residential 

treatment programmes    Harm 

reduction services.

54% 5%

2% 31%

www.dianova.ngo



Results of the Survey
Vision of the Parenting capabilities of 

pud

47% agree that drug use has a negative

impact on parenting abilities

79% stated there is a significant difference

between fathers and mothers



Results of the Survey
Protecting childrens

47% are preoccupied about retaliation

53% observe professionals tend to refrain “Primary 

focus should be on addiction”



Results of the Survey
Designing of Programmes

50% no specific protocols

47% staff have not been trained to identify risk

63% staff consider the situation of

beneficiaries' children are not part of their

tasks



Results of the Survey
Designing of Programmes

Urgent need to raise awarness, motivation 

and tools between profesional staff. 



1- Children affected by parental substance use face additional risks as compared

to other children

2- Need to engage addiction services in the protection of children’s rights

3- A challenge for professionals: protecting children from violations of their rights and 

supporting their parents in treatment

4- Mainstreaming the gender perspective in addiction services: a long way to go

5- It is not only about identifying violations of children’s rights but also about responding

quickly and efficiently to these violations



Corina Giacomello

Children Rights From a Family Centered Lens

Transformative Justice

Healing Justice

Knowledge Equity

Agnes Chen & Rebecca Foshole-Luke
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Stigma and 
drug use



STIGMA
is defined as negative beliefs about,
and attitudes toward a specific
group of people. Stigma is being
“reduced…from a whole and usual
person to a tainted, discounted
one” (Goffman, 1963, 105). Stigma
manifests in multiple ways such as
public, structural, and self-stigma,
all of which create barriers to
obtaining treatment





Useful resources- Tackling stigma
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Designing and implementing 
comprehensive drug treatment 
programes



How to build a

Intersectional sensitive treatment 

program
- Mainstreaming the gender perspective.

- Rethink traditional addiction treatment programs.

- Replicate good practices.

- Specific training is needed.

- Hold support groups for women.

- Comprehensive care.



Main Takeaways and call to action

Addiction services design and implementation

Training and supervision

Parenting support

Collecting data

Intersectional and human rights aproach expertise
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Some key ideas





CREDITS: This presentation template was 
created by Slidesgo, and includes icons by 
Flaticon and infographics & images by Freepik

DO YOU HAVE ANY 
QUESTIONS?

Gisela.hansen@ub.edu

THANKS!

Please keep this slide for attribution

https://bit.ly/3A1uf1Q
http://bit.ly/2TyoMsr
http://bit.ly/2TtBDfr

